
MONDAY

Lord God, six days before his death,

your Son sat with Lazarus,

whom he had raised from the dead,

and ate dinner with his friends.

Once again, your Gospel tells us,

Martha served, and Mary knelt at Jesus’ feet

to anoint them with costly perfume.

The disciple who was about to betray him

said that it was a waste.

He did not care about the poor, really –

he just wanted to fill his own pockets

and make Mary feel ashamed.

Lord God,

often we cannot discern what is best:

when to pour out costly perfume

for your sake,

even if the world thinks it a waste.

When to be busy serving,

or when to rest at your Son’s feet and learn.

Give us ears to hear you and eyes to see.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

TUESDAY

Lord God,

the message of the Cross is difficult to take.

How can death give way to life? How can 

weakness be strength?

Yet your word says that Jesus, being God,

took on human flesh

and suffered the worst kind of death.

How can this be?

This message is indeed difficult to take.

But your foolishness

is wiser than our wisdom.

Your weakness is greater than our strength.

Help us to know 

that none of us can boast before you.

It is only in Christ Jesus that we can boast.

In his name, we ask you to help our unbelief

so that we may love you,

and walk in the way Jesus taught us.

Amen.

WEDNESDAY

Lord God, we tremble to think

that it was one of Jesus’ own friends

who betrayed him,

one who sat with him,

who broke bread with him.

Give us strength, we pray,

to walk faithfully with Jesus,

even when the road we walk is rocky,

even when the message of the Cross

seems like foolishness,

and even when we feel betrayed.

You, Lord, are always faithful.

We stumble, we become lost,

but you are steady and sure.

Give us the grace to endure our troubles,

and reveal to us the glory of your kingdom,

through your Son, Jesus Christ,

who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.

Amen.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Lord God, you sent your Son into the world,

and before his hour had come,

he washed his disciples’ feet.

You had given all things into his hands.

He had come from you,

and was going to you,

and what did he do?

He knelt down on the floor,

and washed his friends’ feet.

He was their teacher and their Lord,

yet he washed their feet.

Lord God, help us learn from his example;

help us to do as he has done for us.

The world will know we are his disciples

if we love one another.

Strengthen our hands and our wills

for love and for service.

Keep before our eyes the image of your Son,

who, being God,

became a Servant for our sake.

All glory be to him who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit,

God forever and ever.

Amen.

GOOD FRIDAY

Lord God,

Jesus cried out to you on the Cross,

“Why have you forsaken me?”

You seemed so far from his cry

and from his distress.

Those who stood at the foot of the Cross

wondered where you were,

as they saw Jesus

mocked and shamed and killed.

Where were you then?

Lord God, we, too, ask where you are,

when there is trouble

and suffering and death,

and we cry out to you for help.

Be near to us, and save us

so that we may praise you for your 

deliverance.

Lord God, we wait, on Friday,

for the resurrection of Sunday

and sometimes our lives

seem a succession of Fridays

and we cannot see what is “Good.”

Teach us to call your name as Jesus did.

Make us to trust in you like little children.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

HOLY SATURDAY

Teach us to hope always in you

and in the resurrection,

the making of all things New.

Through Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.

THE LORD IS TRULY RISEN, ALLELUIA!
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